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Justice
Mr. Justin Trudeau (Papineau, Lib.):

Mr. Speaker, last spring, this government chose to be found in contempt of
Parliament rather than disclosing the real costs of its tough on crime bill. Today, we
know why. The Institut de recherche et d'informations socio-économiques estimates
the cost of their more-prisons-less-justice bill at $19 billion, most of which will be
paid by the provinces. Nineteen billion dollars for an approach that was a dismal
failure in the United States, instead of investing in prevention and protecting our
youth. That is shameful. When will they recognize—



The Speaker:

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice.
[English]

Ms. Kerry-Lynne D. Findlay (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Justice, CPC):

Mr. Speaker, Canadians are concerned about crime and that is why they
gave our government a strong mandate to keep our streets and
communities safe. The cost of crime on society far exceeds the cost of
fighting crime. This report referred to is ridiculous. As we have already
disclosed, the federal cost of our current crime legislation will be less than
1% of what the opposition claims.

Part of keeping our communities safe is keeping dangerous criminals
behind bars, not releasing them on to our streets before they serve their
sentences.



